Prognosis of critically ill patients with multiple organ failure.
The purpose of this study was to determine the mortality rate in 527 critically ill patients with multiple organ failure (MOF), treated in our ICU between August, 1986 and January, 1992, and to compare it with the results obtained in a group of patients studied who had been treated between October, 1978 and July, 1986. The relationship between the mortality rate and each type of organ failure and the extent of organ system involvement was also investigated. The overall mortality rate was 25%, and the rate increased with the number of failed organs. Sepsis and disseminated intravascular coagulation were closely associated with the development of MOF. The mortality rate of patients with the failure of two organs in the present study was significantly lower than that found in those in the previous study. Although artificial organ mechanical life support technology other than that for patients with renal failure is still unsatisfactory, these results suggest that the prognosis of patients with MOF is improving.